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Do Not Be Afraid

Think of a time when you felt afraid. Would it have
helped if someone had gently said, “Do not be
afraid”? | suppose those words would help if you
were actually experiencing fear. For instance, at the
hospital when a mother is delivering her child, it is
comforting to hear the doctor say, “Do not be afraid.”
On the other hand, if | randomly said, “Do not be
afraid,” to a mother at New Beginnings while she was
eating dinner, she might wonder why she would
need to be afraid. The words simply do not offer the
same comfort when fear is not a factor. Unless you
truly understand the reasons to be afraid, you cannot
grasp the amazing joy of Easter.

Do not be afraid.

As you may recall, these words are spoken many
times in the Bible. When the angels appeared to the
shepherds in the field to announce the birth of the
Savior, the angel said, “Do not be afraid.” The angel
goes on to say, “I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people” (Luke 2:10). Those
words were spoken again when Jesus rose from
the dead: “The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be
afraid, for | know that you are looking for Jesus, who
was crucified. He is not here; he has risen, just as he
said’” (Matthew 28:5-6). And yet again, when Jesus
appeared to the women: “Suddenly Jesus met them.
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‘Greetings, he said. They came to him, clasped his feet
and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, ‘Do not
be afraid!” (Matthew 28:9-10).

We can't blame the shepherds or the women for
their fear; they were in the presence of holiness.

In these moments, they were faced with the true
reality of their sin. This is why death can be such an
uncomfortable topic — our sinful nature gives us a
reason to be afraid of being in the presence of our
perfect Lord and Savior. But, there is good news of
great joy! Easter changes everything. Jesus died and
rose from the dead so that those sins that cause fear
would be forgiven. Jesus paid for them.

What a blessing it is to know that we do not have to
be afraid today, tomorrow, or ten years from now.
We do not have to fear death because Jesus died
and rose again, so that we also may live. This is an
important reminder for all of us, and for the women
at New Beginnings. It can be a temptation to get
caught up in fear and forget the joyful blessing of
Easter. At New Beginnings, we celebrated the reason
why we do not need to fear death with a devotional
and a meal. Many of our mothers never celebrated
Easter during their childhood, so it was a blessing to
be together and celebrate the joy that Easter gives us
today and always! ¢



Letters

from Home

Sometimes | wonder how | came this far and how

| manage with both my kids. To tell you the truth,
sometimes it gets hard but I've learned that nothing
is impossible, especially when it comes from God.
With him, everything is possible! When | had my
second baby, | didn't know how | was going to do
this, but honestly it just came naturally for me to
manage both of my kids. Coming to New Beginnings
really changed everything and made me look at my
situation so differently. Truthfully, it helped my faith
grow more and more. It is just amazing how God
did all this. Wow, God is really good! | thank him

for bringing me here. | have learned, and | am still
learning more and more day by day. | am not going
to give up, because New Beginnings hasn't given up
on me even when they should have.

| really do love the women at New Beginnings. They
truly show what love and family are all about. They
care, they're very supportive, and they teach you

more about God so your faith can grow more with
Christ. When you need a shoulder or someone to talk
to, they are here and they will cry with you. Amazing!
These women care and the love and compassion
they have shows that they definitely love their jobs,
our kids, and us. God bless these women now and
forever! ~ Jasmira

| moved to New Beginnings all the way from Florida!

| am eight months pregnant and very happy to be at
New Beginnings. | moved here in January and have
been happy ever since. | enjoy that it is a Christian-
based organization, which also gives you the platform
to further your education, as well as a stable home to
raise your child. The staff here is great, and extremely
helpful. | thank God every day | am here because
without him none of this would be possible. Thanks,
New Beginnings, for giving me the opportunity to
change my life and raise my son in a wonderful
healthy environment. ~ Letisha




5 Years from Now

In preparation for Mother's Day, we asked the mothers
at New Beginnings for their Mother's Day wish.

When asked to describe her child’s life five years from
now, Jasmira said, "My wish is that Caleb would be

in school and happy, as well as starting to do things
on his own. My children will know God and will
continue to grow in their relationships.” The advice
that Jasmira would give to other mothers is to “stay
strong and continue to keep your head up and have
faith. Just know that all things are possible in God's
eyes for those who trust and believe in him. If | can get
through all my darkness in my life, you can too. God
and myself believe in you! God bless.”

In five years, Letisha hopes to “be finishing up school,
raising my son, looking for a house, and planning my
wedding.” She hopes that her baby boy who is due in
May will “be doing well in kindergarten and be healthy
and happy.” She wants other mothers to know that
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you should “put your kids first and love them, teach
them the right way to walk with God, and be patient.”

Kim’s wish for Axel is that in five years he will “know
God, be active, and be able to make small decisions
for himself.” Her advice to other mothers is to know
that "your dreams are limited only if you do not dream
BIG. Dreaming evolves into greater things if you work
hard.”

In five years, Shaneka plans to “be living in Atlanta, GA
and be working in a hospital as a nurse or CNA. | hope
to be married and maybe have another child.” She
wants other mothers to know that you should "keep
God first in you and your child’s life. When it gets
hard, do not give up. Always talk and play with your
kids and remember to love them unconditionally.”

Do you have a Mother's Day wish that you would like
to share with our mothers? Send it to us in the mail or
email us — they would love to hear from you! 4

Have you considered
organizing the Change for Life
program in your workplace?

Call or email us to request your bottles
or coin boxes today. We send all
materials FREE! Together your loose
change can make a BIG difference! Visit
homeformothers.com for more info.

Needs List:

* Bathroom Tissue
« Paper Towels
« Cleaning Products (Clorox wipes, laundry
detergent, dish soap, bathroom cleaner)
« Gift Cards
* Newborn Boys’ Clothing

Complete list: homeformothers.com
Mail large packages to the home address at
9215 W. Wisconsin Ave, Milwaukee, WI 53226
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New Beginnings appreciates your prayers to our gracious God on our behalf. We also appreciate your gifts.
| O VYes, | (we) would like to help New Beginnings: 0 $25 0 $50 0O $100 O $250 0O other $ |

Name

| Address City/State/Zip |

| Phone ( ) Email |
0O Please charge a one-time gift to my credit card. Name on Card

| Card # Signature |
Type of Card O MC (O Visa 0O Discover [0 AMEX Expiration Date* Card ID (CVV2/CID) #*

| WE PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY: New Beginnings respects your privacy and will not give away or sell your contact information. New Beginnings is a W_here to ﬁnd t.he Card ID #? MC/Visa/ |
registered 501[c]3 agency under the U.S. tax code. All donations to the ministry of New Beginnings are fully tax deductible. Discover: 3-d|g|t code on back; AMEX:

| O Please contact me about having my gifts enhanced through Thrivent Financial. 4-digit code on front

(0 Please contact me about remembering New Beginnings in my will or estate plan.
| O | want to support this ministry on a regular basis. Send me information on becoming a monthly donor. |
O | want to receive Growing Branches via email:
| O do not require an acknowledgment of this gift. |
I_I:I | want an email acknowledgment of this gift: o | want a letter acknowledgment. r

*Required |
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* Family fun — including a bouncy house!
* Delicious ice cream and toppings
* Tour our home and meet our mothers
* Relax & visit with fellow supporters
* Introduce New Beginnings
to friends & family

Saturday, June 3 ¢« 9-11am
Wisconsin Lutheran Athletic Complex « Milwaukee, Wi

Family-friendly event featuring:

2-MILE WALK « 5K/10KRUN

Butit’s more than exercise - Branches
Band will be jamming live, kids can enjoy
FREE face painting, balloon animals and a

bouncy house! Plus we’ll have araffle with
awesome prizes!

We’re out to raise $5,000 to support our mothers
and babies. YOU can help us do it!

U 10k/5¢ RUN A REGISTER at: www.homeformothers.com
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