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Beginnings - A Home for Mothers

A Taste of Success

By Rev. Doug Bode

Shecameto New Beginningslast fall. Theroad shetrav-
eled to get herewasanything but easy.

Sheremembersnothing about her father except that heonce
tried to smother her. Memoriesof her mother aremixed —
somefuntimesovershadowed by drinking and drug esca-
pades. Now, with two children (onearecent newborn) she
hearsvirtualy nothing from her mother, who liveswith her
boyfriend in another state. Her father’ swhereaboutsare
unknown.

Her lagt forma educationwasthebeginning of deventhgrade.
Admittedly, she had no ambition to pursuefurther educa-
tion, especialy after thebirth of her first child. Shewastoo
busy trying to be agood mother to her son; however, she
had no rolemodel tofollow indoing so.

Then camethe newsof her second pregnancy. Thefather
of her second baby wanted her to have an abortion or at
least placethe child for adoption. She desperately wanted a
futurewith thisman, but hedidn’t seemto sharethe same
enthusiasm. Shecould nolonger stay with him.

Atalocd pregnancy counsdling center, shefoundafriend
who took aspecial interestinher  and brought her to

New Beginnings. Inreturnfor helping her geta
new start, she promisedto do her best even
though she admitted to not be- ing motivated
to do much of anything.

At New Beginnings, shewasen- ‘p‘ )
couraged to take GED classesto J'r
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earn her high school equivaency certificate. 1t wasn't essy.
It took persistent pushing and regular remindersto stay
motivated to achieve her goal. Being pregnant, trying to
parent her very activetwo-year-old son, and going to school
left her littletimeor energy for anything else.

Despite her hardshi ps, she attended school from December
toMay. Then, oneday inMay, shedidn’t gotoclass.

. . . The school gave her a special
award for overcoming adversity in
her life. The baby, her second son,
came a week later.

Skipping school for no good reason raisesared flag for the
New Beginnings house parents. She had that “ cat swal-
lowed the canary” ook on her face as she made up an ex-
cusefor not beinginschool that day. A shorttimelater, she
brought two envel opesto the house parentsthat wereto be
opened at thesametime. Insdetheenvelopeswere papers
showing the passing scores on her GED tests! She had
taken her final test the day before and wasableto get
her test scoresfrom the Internet that night. Shehad
doneit! Wedon't know who was prouder — she

hersdlf or the other residentsand house parents!

L

With eager anticipation sheordered her cap
and gown for her graduation cer-
emony. Part of the anticipationwas
theknowledgethat her second child

, wasdueto comeinto theworld

at about the same time she
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A Place to Call Home

We'realmost home now. It'sokay, we' realmost home.

Shetriesto comfort her fussy childintheback of our pas-
senger van. We' re heading homefromthestore, andit has
been along and stimulating outing for theinfant.

In the front seat, | smileto myself. She has caught on to
something that some days escapes even me. Despitethe
temporary nature of thisresident’sstay at New Beginnings,
shedtill considersher small, modestly-furnished apartment
hereashome.

Thewomen who cometo New Beginningsdon't havemuch
to contributeto their apartment in theway of furnishings,
other than some persond items. They may not know where
they are going next oncetheir time hereisover. But one
thing they do know: for now, thisishome!

Eventhough my and my wife, Charlene's, stay islong-term,
we house parentscan't answer the question of wherehome
isasquickly asour residentsdo. ISApt. #5 at New Begin-
ningsour real home?Or is*home’ that house we bought
(and wherewe planto retire someday) in Aurora, Colo-
rado?

You al know the saying: “Homeiswheretheheartis.” At
New Beginnings we emphasi ze repeatedly that our spiri-
tual homeiswith Jesusthroughfaithin Him. Over and over
again we point our residentsto heaven asour eternal home
asareward of God'samazing grace through faith in our
only Savior. Thissameemphasisisaso gppliedtotheir chil-
dren. Their children need to be at homewith Jesusthrough
aSpirit-worked faithin Him. They need to grow intheir
knowledge of Jesusand their faith.

Many applicantscontact New Beginningslooking for aroof
over their head. They may havejust been kicked out from
wherethey had been staying. Perhapsthey can nolonger
tolerateliving with an abusive husband or boyfriend. Some-
timesthey’ reeven staying in acar becausethey have no-
where else to go. While we do furnish aroof over their
heads, it can only betemporary. Itisour prayer and our
god to point them to the permanent, eternal shelter in Jesus
that He offersto them.

At thesametimeaswearetrying to upgradetheir spiritual
knowledge, we keep trying to upgrade the apartments our
resdentscall home. It wasfiveyearsago thisfall that New

Begin-
nings
moved to
itsperma-
nent loca-
tion in
Aurora.
The 12-
unit
apartment
building pur-
chased and renovated
by ChristianLife Re-
sourcesservesuswell. It allows spacefor 6-7 residents,
plustwo Commonsareas (onefor eating and the other for
recreation/computers), aswell astwo apartmentsfor the
house parents, relief staff, and storage.

Theresidents gpartmentscome completely furnished and
equipped with everything necessary for housekeeping, in-
cluding ababy crib and changing table. We even provide
sheetsand pillowcases, towels, and washcl oths. The gpart-
ments are furnished with donated itemsand they are ad-
equate, but we are constantly trying to upgradethem. New
refrigeratorswere purchased for each gpartment whenthe
building was purchased. Two evaporative coolers (swamp-
coolers) were added to help us*“keep our cool.” Charlene
sewed va ancesfor each bathroom window and purchased
bathroom rugsto make at |east part of the gpartment feel a
little more homey. Some of our moreimmediate needsin-
cludethereplacement of theroof aswell asingtalling func-
tiona windowsand screensthroughout the building. Each
gpartment could a o use better mattressesand microwaves,
and some need areliable vacuum cleaner.

These apartmentsmay be modest, and they may betempo-
rary. But, asour res dents have shown, they appreciatethis
apartment unit ashome, if evenfor ashort while. Many
leavethisplacerealizing that homeismorethan roof and
walls, itisaspiritual homein Jesus. Asthesewomen and
children striveto turntheir livesaround, they will never for-
get their stay here at New Beginnings— their “ home sweet
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Rev. Doug and
Charlene Bode,
House Parents




No carsat New Beginnings? Why not?!!!

Such isthe incredul ous question we sometimes have to
scrape out of the phone when talking to aprospective ap-
plicant to New Beginnings. Theanswer wegiveissimple
and straightforward: “If you can’t afford aroof over your
head, how canyou afford acar?” With our “no-cars’ palicy,
wearetryingto help residents save up money for whenthey
will again be on their own. They need money for rent and
other monthly expenses. Carsare notoriousfor swallowing
up more cash flow than aresident may realize with insur-
ance, maintenance, repairs, registration, gas, etc.

Our society isso accustomed to having wheel sto get around
that New Beginnings' policy isadifficult adjustment. After
al, transportationisavita thing, especialy with young chil-
drenand busy lifestyles. Transportationisneeded to get to
and from school, work, church, thegrocery store, doctors
appointments, etc.

How are residents

Going Places
at New Beginnings

baby, stroller, groceries, etc. onthe bus. When an emer-
gency Situation arises, or aresident unexpectedly goesinto
labor, we providetransportation to the hospital, eveninthe
dead of night! On cold, wintry mornings, wework withthe
residentsto get them to work or school and avoid having
their young children stand at thebus stop. Offering trans-
portation servicesisappreciated by theresidents, anditis
another way we can help and encouragethem asthey face
thechdlengesinthisphaseof their lives.

Most importantly, wea so offer transportation to and from
church on Sunday mornings. Weare happy and thankful the
residentsregularly worship with us. Weknow they need the
power of God’sWord to help them turntheir livesaround.
Wewill do everything we can to allow them exposureto
God'ssaving Word.

How arewe ableto providetransportation for agroup of
resdentsand their children?

We have an eight-pas-

ableto get around?

There is transporta
tionavailableat New
Beginnings. We are
only oneblock from
a major bus route.
Residents become
quite proficient at
finding their way
around Denver, and
seem to pride them-
selveson being able
tohelpanew resdent
find the best way to

senger van and a van
that accommodates
twelve. Our larger van
isquiteold, and space
isoften cramped. When
theresidentstravel to-
gether, along with car
seatsand diaper bags, it
doesn’t takelongtofill
up. Thisvehicledoesn't
have air conditioning
which can quickly be-
comeuncomfortablefor
severa expectant moth-
ersand small children.

get wherever she
wantsto go.

There aretimeswhen we do provide transportation to or
from adegtination. Charlene often takesresidentstoinitial

doctor visitsor gppointmentsat the county human services
department to arrangefor public benefits. Therearetimes
when severd residentsmay go together tothegrocery store
and need aride back with all their groceries. We under-
stand how difficult (if notimpossible) itisto strugglewitha

Still theresidents make

thebest of thesituation
and learn from the experienceto be grateful for theassis-
tance.

Residents loading up for a trip to church

Thank you for your prayers and donations to be ableto
assist our residentswith some of their transportation needs
during thistransitional aspect intheir lives. Wesincerely
thank you!
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was supposed to walk across the stage to get her GED
certificate. Thegraduation camefirst (eventhoughthegown
by now wasavery tight-fittingone). Alongwiththe certifi-
cate, the school aso gave her aspecia award for overcom-
ing adversity in her life. The baby, her second son, camea
week |ater.

Sheismotivated by thetaste of successin her troubledlife
and wantsto do the best shecantoturn her lifearound. She
alwaysdreamed of becoming apersonal fitnesstrainer.
On the Internet she found a school that offered
coursesleading to that goal. Undeterred by the
fact that the school islocated onthe other side of

town, sheleavesNew Beginningsvery early in
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themorning four daysaweek for thetwo+ hour busrideto
get her childrento daycareand then herself to school. Com-
ing homeinthelateafternoon leavesher littletimefor any-
thing but child raisng and studying. Shewantsinthe*worst”
way tofinish her next leve of schooling, get agood job, and
support her family.

All New Beginningsresidents are encouraged to further
their education, learnimportant lifeand parenting skills,
and build astrong foundation of faith for themselves
andtheir families. Your prayersand support are
essential to the success of our mission. We are
blessed to sharethis story of sweet successwith
you. Thetagteistruly satisfying and exhilarating!

New Beginnings appreciates your prayers to our gracious God on our

New Beginnings - A Home for Mothers is a ; ; ) )
behalf. We also appreciate your gifts. Would you consider helping us out?

Christ-centered home for single mothers and is
affiliated with Christian Life Resources, Inc. The
home has been serving residents since 1993.
Itis supported entirely by the generous support
and prayers of those who are committed to
sharing Christ and reflecting His sacrificial love.

Yes, | (we) would like to make a contribution to help New Beginnings:

[ ]$100 []$50 []%$25 [ Jother $

Staff: Rev. Douglas Bode - Spiritual Director
Mrs. Charlene Bode - Home Manager

Melissa Rall - Relief Staff

Name

Address

Telephone: 1-303-364-0890
1-800-720-MOMS

1-303-364-0891

Fax:

Mail to: New Beginnings - A Home for Mothers
P.O. Box 423

Aurora, CO 80040

E-mail:

Website:

nbdenver@comcast.net

www.HomeforMothers.com




