Update from New Beginnings - A Home for Mothers

No Room at the Inn

By Rev. Doug Bode

Mary wasweary and anxiousas shearrivedin Bethlehem
with Joseph. Thejourney had takenitstoll. Thecouple's
pained |lookswere evident to theinnkeeper who had to tell
themtherewasnoroominhisinnfor themthat night. Mary,
however, washopeful. Eventually they found aplaceof shdl-
ter inasimplestable, there on the night Jesuswasborn.

Another young girl, pregnant, nervous, and alone, arrived
for her interview at New Beginnings. It wasabig step for
her to makeit here. Her lifewaspressingon al sides, and
shewasready to make some positivechangesin her lifefor
thechild shewascarrying. After her meeting at New Begin-
ningsshewasput onthewaiting list
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livesaround and get a* new beginning.”

Attimes, however, motherswho apply for residency at New
Beginningsasofindthereis®“noroomat theinn.”

Mary and Joseph did find amanger where the Baby Jesus
could belaid at Hisbirth. Mary’smodern counterparts, the
young women seeking shelter at New Beginnings, need to
put their nameson awaiting list until an gpartment opensup
for them.

A week hardly goesby that thereisn’t awaiting list at New
Beginnings. Theseyoungwomen

sincetherewere no apartmentscur-
rently available. She, however, was
hopeful. Eventudly thecdl camethat
promised her a place of shelter as
shewaited for the birth of her baby.

There is quite a distance between
Bethlehem, theancient city just south
of JerusalemintheHoly Land, and
Aurora, themodern city just east of
Denver, Colorado.

Like the stable for travel-worn
Mary and Joseph, our simple
accommodations are a welcome
option for these women during a
long and difficult journey.

are already approved by our ad-
missionscommitteeto becomepart
of our program. When they are
placed on our waiting list, they are
not promised adefinitetimewhen
they can move into our facility.

Openingsaren’t dwaysguaranteed
snceeachresdent admittedintoour
program can stay upto ayear after
thebirth of her baby.

Wefind that more and moreresi-

Yet, thereisonething that both cit-

ieshold in common that has spanned the centuries— the
guest for asafe haven for ayoung, pregnant woman. In
biblical times, Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem,
pressed with responsibility, yet eager for thefulfillment of
theLord' splan. Here, inmoderntimes, young motherscome
tothe Denver areaseeking aplacewherethey canturntheir

dentsarestayingthemaximumtime
they arealowed. They settleinto everyday lifeat New Be-
ginnings and seem to find an environment wherethey can
grow inther fathaswell asinther ability toraiseachild by
themselves. Someusetheir timehereto makethecrucial
decision whether to parent their child or place him/her for
adoption.

(Continued on back page)



Crafting Gifts from the Heart

Normdly, craftinessisatrait that should not be cultivated.
However, therearetimeswhen we at New Beginnings ac-
tually encourage and promote* craftiness’ in our residents.
We even set aside special timefor residentsto be* crafty.”

Obvioudly, we' re not talking about somekind of deceitful-
ness, but rather taking timeto do craft projects with our
residents. For instance, Charlenehel pseach interested resi-
dent tolearntole painting. Other volunteerscomeintoteach
theresidentsto do framing, stamping, and scrapbooking.
This* craftiness’ encouragesthe residentsto make some
inexpensive, specia, and meaningful giftsfor their family
membersandfriends. They havemadesuchthingsasChrigt-
mas nativities, candle boxes, special pictureframes, and
handmade cards.

Whilethese craft nightsareaspecia timeof fellowshipfor
thesewomen and their children, thereare
lessonsto belearned aswell. Theres-
dents are asked to think of special

ways to show thoughtfulness to
others— instead of thinking only

of themselves.

Sincetheresidentsdon’t normaly

have much money to spend on
giftsduring the holidays, they are

taught they don’t haveto spend much

money to be ableto giveaspecid gift.
They beginto understand that handmade
itemsshow even morethought because of the
timeand loving effort put into them.

Teaching basic stewardship principlesisvery important
at New Beginnings. TheL ord hasgiven each Christian cer-

When they open
up their hearts
to others
and their creative side
to new projects,
beautiful things
are crafted
together!

If you have any craft project ideas to offer, or
supplies that could be donated, they would be
greatly appreciated.

Please keep in mind these special projects that
enhance our ministry!

You may contact Charlene at 1-800-720-MOMS
or at nbdenver@comcast.net

tain talentsthat need to be cultivated. Sometimesthey just

need to bediscoveredfirst beforethey

can be developed. Although not

all residents are gifted in the

same way, our craft classes

have uncovered somewonder-

ful talent that can be used, not

only in remembering loved

ones, but also in making some

decorationsfor their own apart-
ments.

Thetimeof growthandlearning a New

Beginnings often formsafoundation for

thesewomen when they are ontheir own.

We hopethat | ater on theseresidentswill re-

member thetimeswhenthey learned to put others

first and discover new creative skills. Perhapsno one

ever took the time to show them how to put together

craft projects. When they open up their heartsto othersand

ther creativesideto new projects, beautiful thingsarecrafted
together!

We do find other craftiness— and not the good kind —
evidentin our residentsfromtimetotime. Perhapsthat is
the natural sinful consequence during thistime of growth
andlearningaswdll. Thekind of “craftiness’ wedo encour-
age, however, promotesaChristian effort of takingtimeto
remember others, sharing idess, offering compliments, and
workingtogether. 4@



How Do They Hear About Us?

Aninteresting question was posed to usrecently: How
doesNew Beginningseffectively advertiseitsservices
whileguarding theprivacy of theresdents?

Asyou may know, New Beginningsusesapost office
box addressto receive our mail. But werarely give out
our actual physical street address. Wearenot inthe
yellow or white pagesunder New Beginnings. Thereis
no sign onthefront of our building. We understand that
someresidentswant and need their privacy. They may
have escaped an abusive Situation, and they don’t want
their whereaboutsknown.

So how do peoplein need of our services hear about us?

@ Awareness of New Beginningsispromoted

through the numerous pregnancy counsdling
centersthat areaffiliated with WEL S L utheransfor Life.
Werecelvereferralsthrough these centers, aswell as
through the many congregationsand pastorswho are
aware of theministry at New Beginnings.

Somelearn about usby surfing the net and
accessing our website at
www.HomeforM others.com.

@ By far themgjority of the contactswereceive

comefrom|ocal socia agencies, medical cen-
ters, or doctors’ offices. We attend meetings of the JPSN
(Joint Pregnancy Services Network) and make our
servicesknown through thisnetwork.

Word-of-mouth advertising hasitsplacetoo as

former res dents sometimesrecommend New
Beginningsto friendsand family members. You, as
readersand sharersof thisnewdetter, help spread aware-
nessof our ministry aswell.

No matter how we become known to potential residents,
we stand ready to listen to them and conduct aninterview
with them. Wetry asbest we canto qualify and place
them on our waiting list, hoping to provide an apartment
whenoneisavailable.

We protect their privacy yet offer information to anyone
who needsto know about our unigue Christ-centered
minigry.

Picture Gallery:
Meet Kiral

Hi! My name is Kira. When | was born 1% years
ago, | weighed in at a whopping one pound, twelve
ounces. | guess | surprised my mom when | came
into the world three months earlier than expected.

As you can see from my picture, | do have some
problems because of my early birthday. | have
been on oxygen since birth, and | do have some
hearing problems. | have undergone several sur-
geries since I was born, but | am a survivor. | spent
three months in the hospital before | was allowed
to go home. The nurses there told my mom and me
that | am a fighter, because | have a will to live.

Although there are lots of things that can still be
discouraging, | have learned that the best way to
face all these things is to smile and laugh. Be-
sides, | like to show off my teeth! | still don’t weigh
as much as I should, but  am gaining on it! | also
like to crawl and stand up and walk along chairs
and tables. (I've also been known to get into a little
trouble with my mom now and then!)

| want to thank you for helping give my mom and
me a home to live in when we had no other place
to go. It's been great living at New Beginnings!
The greatest thing was that | became a child of
God through holy baptism. | know | can face any-

thing now! &

God's blersings and Happy Holiddns
o 1 1l ¢ New Befimins

Rev. Doug and
Charlene Bode,
House Parents
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2949 N. Mayfair Rd., Suite 309
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Itisnot unusual for usto haveawaiting list of up to seven
potential residents. Sometimes those who have been ac-
cepted and placed on our waiting list aren’t ableto wait for
two or three months before an apartment becomes avail-
able. Many applicantsarein need of immediate housing and
goesawherewhenthey findthereis“noroomat theinn” at
New Beginnings.

For those who reside at New Beginnings, we offer them
morethan just shelter and asafe haven. Weoffer them spiri-
tual guidanceinlife' sfrustratingjourney. Likethe stablefor
travel-worn Mary and Joseph, our s mpleaccommodations

New Beginnings - A Home for Mothers is a
Christ-centered home for single mothers and is
affiliated with Christian Life Resources, Inc. The
home has been serving residents since 1993.
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areawel come option for these women during along and
difficult journey. We can introduce thesewomen and chil-
drento (or help them become better acquainted with) the
One who entered our world in a humble manger in
Bethlehem. Hedid thisin order to makeadifferenceinther
lives. Heisthereasonthey canturnther livesaround! They
canfind hope, not only for thislife, but much moreimpor-
tantly, for thelifeyet to come.

For them and their children, that is something truly worth
waitingfor!

New Beginnings appreciates your prayers to our gracious God on our
behalf. We also appreciate your gifts. Would you consider helping us out?

Yes, | (we) would like to make a contribution to help New Beginnings:

[ ]$50

[1$25 [ Jother $

Mrs. Charlene Bode - Home Manager

Melissa Rall - Relief Staff Address

1-800-720-MOMS
1-303-364-0891

Mail to: New Beginnings - A Home for Mothers
P.O. Box 423

Aurora, CO 80040

E-mail:

Website:

nbdenver@comcast.net

www.HomeforMothers.com




