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More Than Just Water

By Rev. Doug Bode

Ethancried. Jonah smiled. Austinwiped avay thewater.
Aliciaimpassively looked on. Butwhatever their reactionto
thedropsof water ontheir foreheads, all four of themwere
made children of God and heirsof eterna lifein heaven
through the washing of Holy Baptism on Palm Sunday
earlierthisyear.

What atriumph God the Holy Spirit works in human
hearts! What trophies of grace they became through the
meansof graceby theHoly Spirit! What afaith-working,
soul-saving sacrament was bestowed on these young
childrenby our loving God!

These children were not
baptizedjust weeksafter their
birth. Inonecaseitwaswaiting
for thebaby’ sfather to attend
fromamost athousand miles
away. Intheother casesitwas
waiting for the Spirit towork
through continued reminders
and scriptural witness of the
importance and power of the
sacrament of Holy Baptism.

There were obstacles the Spirit had to overcome. The
mothers needed to learn that baptism is actually God's
gracious gift to us, not smply agood work we perform.
Another hurdlewasresdlizing theabsol uteneed for baptism
sincebabiesareconceived andborninorigina sin.
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...Baptisn; is actually God'’s
gracious gift to us, not simply
a good work we perform.
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Many of the girls who come to New Beginnings are
unchurched. They have had little proper instruction and
appreciationfor baptism. Origind sin, theteachingthat by
natureweweredeadinsin, and thefact wecando nothing
good on our own, are hard wordsto hear and accept. To
those who have had some exposure to “religion,” they
presumetothink wecan simply decideto accept Jesusinto
our heartsandlives.

It oftentakestime(lotsof it) and patience (in abundant
measure) towaitfor theHoly Spirittoopentheir eyestosee
the truth of God's Word and
recognizetheimportanceof Holy
Baptismingartingachildoutonthe
right spiritua pathinlife. Forthese
young mothersBaptismisagood
start, certainly not theend of that
gpiritud pilgrimagethroughlife.

Palm Sunday, April 4th, 2004,
not only gave the babies at New
Beginningsanew startinBaptism,
but it also gavethehouseparentsa
renewed appreciation for the
Lord swork hereandarevitaized
awarenessof theHoly Spirit’ s working throughtheWord
in His own time. As dways, New Beginnings exists
primarily for thepurposeof sharing Jesuswithsoulswhoare
indesperateneed of Hishelptoget throughlifeandintothe

rightsdeof eternity. %



“How canl getintoyour program?’ Itisaquestion that
is asked by many prospective residents for New
Beginnings. Many assumethey canjust“signup” ontoour
waitinglist, and whenever an gpartment opensupfor them,
they canimmediately movein. Theadmissionsprocessisa
bit moreinvolved.
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The New Beginnings staff starts out with a personal
interview. The ladies are asked genera information
guestions, thenweget into more personal questions- some
of whichreveal their sometimesjaded past. Their religious
background is discussed as well. We aso note their
educational track record and their work experience, al the
whiletryingtoimpressuponthemtheneedfor acontinuing
education beyond abasi ¢ high school diplomaor GED.

Wetrytodigintotheir lifegods, their plansfor thefuture,
andtheir plansfor thecoming year andtheyearstofollow.
Asthesayinggoes, “If youfail toplan, you plantofail.”

A policerecord, ahistory of drug use, or other undesirable
background doesnot necessarily disqualify an applicant

ow Can I Get In?

from consideration for residence at New Beginnings.
What doesdisqualify themisanarrogant air that doesnot
show adesireto start anew at New Beginnings.

Although the New Beginnings staff conducts the
interviews(or alocal WEL S/EL Spastor doesitfor uswhen
ayoungwomanfromanother part of thecountry expresses
aninterest incoming to New Beginnings) theadmissions
committeemakesthefina decisionontheacceptanceof an
applicant to New Beginnings.

Theseinterviewshavebeen eye-openers. Wehavetobe
fairly certain anew resident will fit in with the “family”
concept at New Beginningsand beaccepting of thewhole
program. A resident mustinturn beconvincedthat sheneeds
afreshstartinlifeaong with thetimeand opportunity to
makea“ new beginning” for hersalf and her young family.
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Theadmissionsprocess, thoughinvolved, hel psthe New
Beginningsstaff aswell asthe current residentsand their
childrentowel comeanother family intothisuniqueministry
that offersajoyousand Christian changeof life. @

A Home For Mothers

Rev. Doug and
Charlene Bode,
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Wefreguently receiveinquiriesand questions about
what we need and what can we use at New Begin-
nings.

Our needsligtislengthy, andit al so changesfrequently.
Individualsor groups may send desired itemsto New
Beginningstofill acertain necessity at aparticular time.

Christian Life Resources, the parent organi zation of
New Beginnings - A Home for Mothers, maintains a
websitefor New Beginnings. Besidesgenera informa:
tion on New Beginnings - A Home for Mothers, in-
cluded on thewebsiteisaNew Beginnings NeedsLList
that isupdated periodicaly assomeneedsaremet and
others arise. You are invited to check that list at
www.homeformothers.com. Onceyou' reintothesite,
just click onthe“How Can| Help?’ button.
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Toexplain our needslist, New Beginnings- AHome
for Mothersisactually a 12-unit apartment building.
Whilewemaintain six unitsfor mothers (and aseventh
for emergency Stuations), thebuilding al so containstwo
unitsfor general residents’ use (one for our common
meal together each day and onefor general recresation/
relaxing/computer use), and one unit each for house par-
entsand relief person(s). Oneunit we usefor storage.
Each one-bedroom apartment iscompletely furnished,
down to sheetsand pillowcases, towel sand washcloths,
etc. Weare congtantly trying to upgradethefurnishings,
furniture, appliances, etc. in each apartment.

Ya

We are thankful to have been ableto put anew roof
onthebuilding latelast year (becausetheold roof was
leaking), and that there was one mgjor capital improve-

g learn more at www.homeformothers.com



New Beginnings
A Home For Mothers

Affiliated with Christian Life Resources, Inc.
2949 N. Mayfair Rd., Suite 309
Milwaukee, WI 53222-4304
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Please call if you are interested in donating any of these much needed items.

1. Replacement Windows

2. Microwaves

3. Digital Camera

4. Double Mattresses and Box Springs

Thank you!

New Beginnings - A Home for Mothers is a
Christ-centered home for single mothers and is
affiliated with Christian Life Resources, Inc. The
home has been serving residents since 1993.
It is supported entirely by the generous support
and prayers of those who are committed to
sharing Christ and reflecting His sacrificial love.

Staff: Rev. Douglas Bode - Spiritual Director
Mrs. Charlene Bode - Home Manager

Telephone: 1-303-364-0890
1-800-720-MOMS

Fax: 1-303-364-0891
E-mail: nbdenver@comcast.net

Website: www.HomeforMothers.com

New Beginnings appreciates your prayers to our gracious God on our behalf. We
also appreciate your gifts. Would you consider helping us out?

Yes, | (we) would like to make a contribution to help New Beginnings:
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Name

Address

|:| Please contact me about having my gifts enhanced through Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans. Phone:

D I would like to support this ministry on a regular basis. Please send me
information on becoming a Clearly Caring Sponsor.

Mail to: New Beginnings - A Home for Mothers
P.O. Box 423
Aurora, CO 80040



