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Isn’t it true that at times one minute can feel like an eternity, 
and vice versa? Perhaps you felt that way during the final 60 
seconds of your high school’s state championship football 
game and you couldn’t wait for the clock to run out so you 
and your team could charge the field in victory. Conversely, 
after months of planning and possibly years of dreaming 
about every tiny detail, the actual wedding day arrives 
and seemingly flies by in the blink of an eye. Good or bad, 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 tells us “there is a time for everything, and a 
season for every activity under heaven.” As Christians, we can 
take comfort in the fact that God is in control of everything 
– including proper timing.

Here at New Beginnings, it is important that we pay special 
attention to timing. If we are not busy counting down the 
months and days to a due date, we are busy counting up 
the days and months of a baby’s first year of life. Typically, 
we have our hands full doing both at the same time! Above 
all, we make sure to set time aside for devotion, Bible study 
and church in addition to the feeding times, nap times and 
play times. Just when we feel as though we’ve got things 
under control, God throws us a curve to keep us on our 
toes.  

One such example occurred the evening of May 29th when 
Judy unexpectedly gave birth to her precious son, Darian. 

He was born five weeks prematurely. While we will 
probably never know why she went into labor with over 
a month before the due date, we do know that it was all 
part of God’s plan. Thankfully, at 3 pounds and 12 ounces, 
Darian was surprisingly well-developed and healthy. Three 
long weeks in the NICU later, after adjusting to life outside 
the womb and gaining weight, Darian was able to come 
home with his mother.

Soon after Darian’s 
birth, it was time to 
celebrate another 
momentous occasion. 
On June 16th, Mia 
and Ariel officially 
graduated from 
Phase 2 of the New 
Beginnings’ program! 
After 20 months of 
prayer, planning and 
hard work, everything 
fell into place for a 
smooth transition 
from New Beginnings 
to a home of their 
own. Mia had saved 
enough money to purchase a used car from her full-time 
and part-time jobs. She had also applied and received 
approval for subsidized housing. When graduation 
day arrived, Mia and Ariel moved into their very own 
two-bedroom, two-bath townhome. Thanks to God’s 
unwavering guidance and support, Mia’s life changed from 
a jobless, cohabitation arrangement with a boyfriend to a 
lifestyle of self-sufficiency and independence – all in less 
than two years!

Thankfully, God does not require us to have all the answers. 
He simply asks that we trust in Him. It is both refreshing 
and relieving to know that “in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him” (Romans 8:28). 

In God’s Time
By Heidi Westlund, 
Home Manager

Here We Grow...

Mia & Ariel

Judy & Darian in the NICU
Darian holding the hand of 

the Home Manager’s husband



Here We Grow... By Heidi Westlund, Home Manager
Through Christian Fellowship

Mia, Ariel and I had the distinct privilege of attending one of the most creative, enjoyable and delicious church outreach 
events we have ever experienced on Saturday, June 1st at Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Santa Barbara, California. We 
were truly honored to be invited as the guest speakers at their 10th Annual Ladies Tea to not only enjoy the event itself, but 
also the hospitality and fellowship that accompanied the entire weekend.  

Pastor Proeber and his daughter, Emily, cheerfully picked us up at the airport 
and took us straight to the nearest beach/park where we enjoyed breathing 
in the salty ocean air, sinking our toes in the sand and taking in the gorgeous 
view of the coast. Although Ariel found the crashing waves a little too 
intimidating, she had a blast on the playground releasing all that pent-up 
energy after our two-hour plane ride. Afterwards, we checked into our hotel, 
toured the church fellowship hall and were treated to a delightful dinner at 
the harbor by Pastor Proeber and his wife, Sue.

Saturday morning we lazily made our way to the complimentary breakfast 
provided at the hotel and ate outside on the patio in the pleasantly warm 
morning air. After breakfast, we lingered by the pool for a bit to soak in some 
California sunshine and admire the tropical vegetation. Once we got back to 
our rooms, we excitedly got ready for the main event – the 10th Annual Ladies Tea! 

We arrived at the fellowship hall a little early so we could prepare 
a display table for New Beginnings and meet the attendees as they 
arrived. The fellowship hall was set up with six round tables finely 
decorated with beautiful tablecloths, tableware and place settings. 
Various ladies from the congregation had “sponsored” individual 
tables and were responsible for the set-up and removal of their 
décor. Adorning all the tables were lovely handmade invitations and 
colorfully printed menus that detailed the various flavored teas, finger 
sandwiches, scones and desserts that would be served throughout the 
afternoon.    

It was truly a remarkably inviting setting, and you could feel the 
excitement fill the room as ladies of all ages mingled with each other 
and slowly began to select a seat at one of the tables. When everyone 

was seated, Pastor Proeber greeted us all, said the blessing and then asked the “waiters” (who happened to be men from 
the congregation) to commence with serving the tea and sandwiches. Most of the waiters were husbands of the ladies in 
attendance which made for some pretty humorous exchanges as glasses were filled and food was served. As we dined, we 
met and shared stories with the other ladies at our table and thoroughly enjoyed our conversations as well as our tea.

When everyone was sufficiently satisfied with their afternoon tea and tasty 
morsels, we had the opportunity to share our New Beginnings’ ministry 
with those present. It was truly encouraging and uplifting to speak to such 
an attentive audience. They all seemed genuinely interested in learning 
about our organization and were supportive of our cause. Mia gave a 
sincerely heartfelt account of some of her past struggles, her renewed faith 
in God and her time well spent at New Beginnings. When she was finished, 
I do not think there was a dry eye in the room. Immediately following our 
presentation, we answered several questions and received lots of hugs!

Later that evening, members Sonja and Alan Todd kept the hospitality 
alive by giving us a tour of the city and treating us to yet another terrific 
dinner at the harbor. At church the following morning, we were greeted like 
longtime friends in town for a visit. Thank you very much to Pastor, Sue and Emily Proeber, Sonja and Alan Todd, as 
well as all the terrific members of Our Redeemer Lutheran Church for letting your lights shine in Christian love!!!

Fellowship Hall during the Ladies Tea

Left to right:  Sonja, Ariel, Mia & Alan 

Mia & Ariel at the Santa Barbara Harbor



Here We Grow... By Cheyenne Linde, Volunteer Resident Assistant
Through Serving Others

New Beginnings was my exact idea of a dream job. I knew I wanted to work in a Christian 
environment after college, and I really wanted to see more of the country. I graduated 
from the University of Wisconsin – Madison, and Colorado was the top state on my list 
of places to move.

When I arrived on June 8th, I felt immediately welcomed and useful. I love going to 
church with everyone on Sundays, having devotion every morning, taking the women to 
their doctors’ appointments and on other errands. The residents are such strong women, 
and I admire them because of their life experiences and am amazed at their dedication 
to improving themselves in the New Beginnings’ program. They are pretty responsible 
when it comes to following the rules and communicating with the staff, and I enjoy the 
time we spend together just chatting about day-to-day activities and deeper life stories.

I feel fulfilled by helping with the small things, knowing that the women are taking huge 
steps to become their best selves and the best moms they can be. I pray that one day 
soon New Beginnings will be blessed with the financial support to expand so we can 
serve more people with Christ’s love.

Erin Mathiak

Cheyenne holding Judy’s son 
Darian at 4 weeks old

Here We Grow...
Through a Visit to La Crosse

This past June, the Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society 
(LWMS) celebrated its 50th annual convention. I was pleased 
to join the attendees in La Crosse, Wisconsin for this special 
event. Amid missionary speakers, a banquet, hymn singing 
and catching up with long time friends, the attendees of 
the LWMS Convention could also make a stop by the New 
Beginnings’ display booth. And many of them did! 

I was very excited to visit with women from all over the 
country who have supported New Beginnings in the past 
and are looking forward to helping more in the future. “New 
Beginnings has always had a special place in my heart!” 
some women would say and, “I wish I could do more to 
help.” It became very clear to me that women who live so far 
away from us have kept us consistently on their minds and 

in their prayers. Ladies came by to collect items to distribute during the “Change for Life” program at their church. One 
came by to tell me that she and her husband have been thinking about becoming volunteer house parents when they 
retire, and another to explain to me that her special connection with New Beginnings started when her loved one became 
a resident. What impressed me most about all these women is how much love, care, prayers and support they generously 
pour into the lives of others, and that includes the mothers and babies of New Beginnings. Thank you, ladies of the LWMS!

New Beginnings’ display at the 2013 LWMS Convention

By Mollie Schultz, 
Assistant Home Manager

Thank you very much…
To all of the individuals, families and congregations who have participated in our “Change for Life” program thus far in 
2013!!! With over four months left in the year, there is still plenty of time for everyone else who is interested in helping 
to make a difference in the lives of our moms and babies to participate. Please contact Casey at (262) 677-5230 or visit 
www.HelpNewBeginnings.com for more details about conducting this worthwhile program!



Shop Family Treasures & Gifts!
A Great way to support new beginnings

Celebrate 
Children 

SALE!
View all sale-priced items at 
www.FamilyTG.com  

Sale prices good through August 15

Noah’s Ark Stacker Toy   
Twelve levels of storage and fun in this 
brightly-colored Noah’s Ark toy with 44 
detailed figures. Free bonus story and 
game downloads included. Measures 18"W 
x 13.25"H x 6"D.  # KRZ-101  
Retail $30.00  FTG $25.00

Jonah and the Big Fish   
Children can make this story come to 
life with our interactive “Jonah” play set, 
featuring everything you need to help 
your child learn about this fascinating 
Tale of Glory. Set includes a “Jonah and 
the Big Fish” mini-storybook and 2 PVC 
figurines (Jonah and big fish). 
# 6031545052749ANC  
Retail $7.99  FTG $7.19

Bananas for Jesus Plush Monkey   
This adorable plush monkey is 10" 
tall and holds a banana. His belly 
reads “Bananas for Jesus”.
# 788200110117ANC   
Retail $11.99  FTG $10.79

Bible Outburst Game   
This is the Bible version of the familiar 
game, Outburst. For ages 8 and up, it 
can be played with 2 or more players 
in teams. There are 252 topics with 10 
target answers per topic and a 60-second 
timer to test your skill and Bible 
knowledge.  # TAL-6510  
Retail $30.00  FTG $28.50

The Beginners Bible: Timeless 
Children’s Stories   
The bestselling story Bible for children 
redesigned with fresh new art, text, and 
stories.  # BK9780310709626  
Retail $16.99  FTG $15.59

Veggie Tales Jonah DVD   
In typical, hilarious Veggie style, this 
retelling of a familiar story teaches the 
deeper lesson: that one of the best gifts 
you can give or receive is a second chance. 
Rated G. 83 minutes.  # 820413401191STL  
Retail $9.99  FTG $9.49

Faith Bands   
Hot collectible toy for kids, wear them 
as bracelets, share them, collect them 
all. 12 bright-colored rubber bands with 
Scripture references on package. 6 varieties 
to choose from! (Faith Symbols, Noah’s 
Animals, Adam and Eve, God’s Girl, Glow 
with God, Fruitful Life) Ages 5+.  
# SWA-518  Retail $2.99  FTG $2.75

“Brothers Forever” Large Pencil-
Drawing Framed/Matted Print   
An older brother happily plays with his 
younger sibling. Soft pencil art by Dave 
McCamon. Size: 17.5"H x 21.5"W framed. 
Hangers are installed making print ready 
to hang. # 7053  
Retail $100.00  FTG $92.00

Bonus FREE Noah’s 2-by-2 Adventure 
Arch® Book with purchase!



Family Treasures & Gifts store is run entirely by volunteers. Existing as both a small on-site store in the offices of 
Christian Life Resources and with a substantial presence on the Internet at www.FamilyTG.com, this volunteer 
ministry sells a fine array of products with 100% of the profit supporting the ministry of Christian Life Resources 
and New Beginnings - A Home for Mothers. The store offers more than 2,000 items with various monthly and weekly 
specials. Do your gift shopping at Family Treasures & Gifts, get a good deal and in the process help a great cause!

3070 Helsan Drive, Richfield, WI 53076  •  1-800-478-2719
manager@familytg.com  •  www.FamilyTG.com

Where gift buying makes a difference!

Visit www.FamilyTG.com 
or call 1-800-478-2719 to order

The written materials sold at Family Treasures & Gifts are written or translated by imperfect human beings. Despite their popularity 
in the Christian market, these items are written by human authors and all likely contain errors. We encourage buyers to adopt the 

heart of a Berean (Acts 17:11) and search the Scriptures to compare what is read with the inerrant truth of God’s Word.

Shipping always $4.95 per order  •  Limited Quantities Available  •  While SUPPLies Last

A. My Happy Birthday Book  # BK9780758604088
This book tells of a number of children from the Bible and how they 
were special and relates them to how God thinks all children are 
specials, especially on their birthdays. 

B. Jesus Blesses the Children  # BK9780570075271
This book retells the story of the children and Jesus (Mark 10:13-16).   

C. The Ten Commandments  # BK9780758606723
This book retells the story of Moses and the Ten Commandments 
(Exodus 20:1-17). It also lists each of the commandments and ways 
to live one’s life according to the laws that God gave.  

D. The Lord’s Prayer  # BK9780758605900
This book tells how Jesus taught the people to pray (Matthew 6:5-14 
and Luke 11:1-4).  

A

B

C

A Man Named Noah
A Meal for Many
A Mother Who Prayed 
A Surprise in Disguise
Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac
Abraham's Big Test
Baby Jesus Is Born 
Baby Jesus Visits the Temple
Barabbas Goes Free 
Born on Christmas Morn
Daniel and the Lions 
David and His Friend Jonathan 
Deborah Saves the Day 
Down through the Roof 
Elijah Helps a Widow 
Ezekiel and the Dry Bones 
Faithful Hezekiah Prays 
Fruit of the Spirit 
Get Up, Lazarus!
God Calls Abraham... God 
  Calls You
God Provides Victory through 
  Gideon 
God, I've Gotta Talk to You 
God's Fire for Elijah
Good Friday 
Good News for Naaman 
He's Risen! He's Alive 
His Name Is John!
How Enemies Became Friends 

Isaac Blesses Jacob and Esau 
Jacob's Dream
Jailhouse Rock
Jericho's Tumbling Walls 
Jesus and the Family Trip 
Jesus and the Woman at the 
  Well 
Jesus Blesses the Children 
Jesus Calms the Storm
Jesus Enters Jerusalem 
Jesus' First Miracle
Jesus Heals Blind Bartimaeus 
Jesus Heals the Centurions 
  Servant 
Jesus Heals the Man at the Pool 
Jesus Raises the Widows Son
Jesus Returns to Heaven 
Jesus Shows His Glory 
Jesus Teaches Us Not to Worry 
Jesus Wakes the Little Girl
Jesus Walks Away
Jesus Walks on the Water
Jesus Washes Peter's Feet 
Jesus, My Good Shepherd
John's Easter Story 
Jonah and the Very Big Fish 
Jonah, The Runaway Prophet
Joseph Forgives His Brothers 
Joseph, Jacob's Favorite Son 
Joseph's Christmas Story

Just in Time Esther 
Just Look in the Stable
King Josiah and God's Book
Mary and Martha's Dinner 
  Guest 
Mary Magdalene's Easter Story 
Mary's Christmas Story 
Mary's Easter Story
Moses and the Bronze Snake 
Moses and the Long Walk 
Moses' Dry Feet
My Happy Birthday Book
My Happy Easter Book 
My Merry Christmas 
Noah's 2-by-2 Adventure 
O Holy Night! 
On a Silent Night 
Once Upon a Clear Dark Night 
One Boy, One Stone, One God: 
  The Story of David & Goliath 
Paul's Great Basket Caper
Philip and the Ethiopian 
Queen Esther 
Rahab's Red Thread 
Ruth and Naomi
Samson 
Saul's Conversion
Shipwrecked Paul 
Solomon Builds a Temple 
Star of Wonder

The Centurion at the Cross 
The Christmas Baby 
The Christmas Message
The Christmas Promise 
The Coming of the Holy Spirit
The Day Jesus Died
The Easter Gift 
The Easter Stranger
The Easter Victory 
The Fall into Sin 
The Fathers Easter Story 
The Fiery Furnace 
The Great Catch of Fish 
The Lord Calls Samuel 
The Lord's Prayer 
The Lost Coin
The Parable of the Lost Sheep
The Parable of the Prodigal Son
The Parable of the Talents
The Parable of the Ten 
  Bridesmaids
The Parable of the Woman 
  and the Judge
The Parable of the Workers in 
  the Vineyard
The Resurrection
The Seeds That Grew and Grew
The Shepherds Shook in Their 
  Shoes
The Story of Creation

The Story of Jesus' Baptism and 
  Temptation
The Story of the Empty Tomb
The Story of the Good 
  Samaritan
The Ten Commandments
The Ten Plagues
The Thankful Leper
The Twelve Ordinary Men
The Week That Led to Easter
The Widow's Offering
The Wise and Foolish Builders
Thomas the Doubting Disciple
Three Presents for Baby Jesus
Timothy Joins Paul
Tiny Baby Moses 
Tried and True Job
Twelve Who Followed Jesus
Very First Lord's Supper 
What's for Lunch?
When Jesus Was Born
Where Did the World Come 
  From? 
Zacchaeus
Zerubbabel Rebuilds the 
  Temple 

®

arch® book series - over 100 titles to choose from! 
The Arch® Book series tells popular Bible stories through fun-to-read rhymes and bright illustrations. This well-loved series captures 
the attention of children, telling scripturally-sound stories that are enjoyable and easy to remember. Reading Level: Grade 3. Interest 
Level: Ages 5-9. Paperback, 16-24 Pages.  FTG $2.49 each 

D



Most Needed Items
• Eddie Bauer Complete Care Playard – Target Online 

• Eddie Bauer Edgewood 2 Playard – Target Online   • Infant bathtubs   • Diaper bags
For a complete list, go to: www.HomeforMothers.com

When mailing items, please send directly to New Beginnings.

New Beginnings appreciates your prayers to our gracious God on our behalf. We also appreciate your gifts.  
Yes, I (we) would like to help New Beginnings:  ☐ $25   ☐ $50   ☐ $100   ☐ $250   ☐ other $ _______

Name  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address  ________________________________________________  City/State/Zip  _____________________________________________

Phone  (______)____________________   Email  _____________________________________________________________________________

☐ Please charge a one-time gift to my credit card.    Name on Card  __________________________________________________

Card # ________________________________________________  Signature  ________________________________________________

Type of Card  ☐ MC   ☐ Visa   ☐ Discover   ☐ AMEX  Expiration Date* ___________  Card ID (CVV2/CID) #*  ________     
WE PROTECT YOUR PRIVACY: Christian Life Resources respects your privacy and will not give away or sell your contact 
information. Christian Life Resources is a registered 501[c]3 agency under the U.S. tax code. All donations to the ministries 
of Christian Life Resources are fully tax deductible.

☐ Please contact me about having my gifts enhanced through Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. 
☐ Please contact me about remembering New Beginnings in my will or estate plan. 
☐ I want to support this ministry on a regular basis. Send me information on becoming a Clearly Caring Sponsor.
☐ I do not require an acknowledgment of this gift. 
☐ I want an email acknowledgment of this gift: ___________________________________  ☐ I want a letter acknowledgment of this gift.

Christian Life Resources 
provides all fundraising, 

staffing and administrative 
services for New Beginnings.

Where to find the Card ID #? For MC/Visa/Discover: 
3-digit code on back; AMEX: 4-digit code on front.
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You receive Growing Branches. 
It contains a “Most Needed Items” list. 
It includes an envelope for your gift of support. 
We seek your support through this periodical. 

4 times a year...

Please consider helping us with 
your gifts to New Beginnings.

New Beginnings - A Home for Mothers is a Christ-centered ministry for single mothers 
and their children operated by Christian Life Resources. The home has been serving 
residents since 1993. It is supported entirely by the generous support and prayers of 
those who are committed to sharing Christ and reflecting His sacrificial love.
Contact: 		 Mrs. Heidi Westlund - Home Manager
		  Ms. Mollie Schultz - Assistant Home Manager
		  Ms. Cheyenne Linde - Volunteer Resident Assistant
Mailing Address: 	 PO Box 423  •  Aurora, CO 80040-0423
Telephone: 	 303-364-0890  •  1-800-720-MOMS
E-mail: 		  info@homeformothers.com
Website: 	 www.HomeforMothers.com

A ministry sponsored by 
Christian Life Resources

*If you would like to help save costs & receive 
Growing Branches via email, please send your 
email address to info@homeformothers.com

See our latest 
pictures, 

events and 
updates by 
liking us on 
Facebook.

*Required


